44.    TALK WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF
COTTON INDUSTRY

DARWEN,
September 26, 1931

Pray tell me what I am to do with a fifth of the human race
living on the verge of starvation and devoid of all sense of self-
respect. It should occupy the attention even of unemployed
Lancashire. You have told us of the help Lancashire gave us
during the famine of 1899-1900. What return can we render but
the blessings of the poor? I have come to give you fair trade. But,
if I go without giving it, it will not be through any fault of mine.
There is no bitterness in me. I claim fellowship with the lowest
of animals. Why not then with Englishmen with whom we have
been bound, for good or ill, for over a century and amongst whom
I claim some of my dearest friends? You will find me an easy pro-
position, but if you will repel my advances I shall go away, not
m bitterness, but with a sense that I was not pure enough to find
a lodgment in your hearts*

Young India, 15-10-1931

45.   INTERVIEW TO UNEMPLOYED
WORKERS' DEPUTATION*

SPRINGFIELD GARDEN VILLAGE,
September 26, 1931

There is no boycott of British cloth, as distinguished from
other foreign cloth, since the 5th March when the Truce was signed.
As a nation we are pledged to boycott all foreign cloth, but in
case of an honourable settlement between England and India,
i.e, in case of a permanent peace, I should not hesitate to give
preference to Lancashire cloth to all other foreign cloth, to the
extent that we may need to supplement our cloth and on agreed

1 Gandhiji had gone to Darwen to visit the Mayor, who had invited a small
group of people, representative of both sides of the cotton industry to meet
Gandhiji.   The report has been  extracted  from  Mahadev Desax's  account,
"Gandhyi in Lancashire".

2 Extracted from Mahadev Desai's account, "Gandhiji in Lancashire**
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